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Background

• Real time prescription monitoring system = SafeScript Vic (2018)

• Monitor the prescribing and dispensing of prescription medications 

• Available to prescribers, pharmacists and government regulators 

• Aims to 

Reduce inappropriate prescriptions 

Reduce fraudulent prescriptions 

Improve quality of care → reducing medication misuse 
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Medicines monitored by SafeScript

• All schedule 8 medications 

• Benzodiazepines 

• Zolpidem, zopiclone 

• Quetiapine 

• Codeine containing products 

• Pregabalin, gabapentin, tramadol **NEW**
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What has changed?

• Updated training modules 

Inclusion of gababapentinoids & tramadol since 2023

• Austin Health report (2021)

• Department of Health review 
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Training Modules

Updated SafeScript training modules 

Module 1 – The SafeScript system

Module 2 – High-risk medicines and clinical practice 

Module 3 – Challenging conversations – high-risk medicines, dependence and your patient
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Questions & Comments 
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Module 2 – High risk medicines and clinical practice 
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Module 3 – Challenging conversations

High-risk medicines, dependence and your patient

• Focus on Aboriginal people at risk of dependence 



Feb 2024Footnote to go here Page 9

Module 3 – Challenging conversations 

High-risk medicines, dependence and your patient
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Inclusion of gababapentinoids & tramadol since July 2023

Inclusion of gababapentinoids & tramadol since July 2023

Austin Health report 

• Estimation of current harm

• Trends in misuse

• Substitution effect

• Chilling effect

• Regulatory burden & cost benefit

• Inter jurisdictional approaches
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Evaluation

Footnote to go here Page 11

- DoH has announced an independent review of SafeScript

- Prescribers will be invited to complete a survey over the next few months 

Feb 2024



Conclusion
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• SafeScript Victoria remains an integral part of patient care 

• Allows quick and easy access to prescription and dispensing 

• Identifies high-risk circumstances without preventing prescribing

• Mandatory to check SafeScript for medications that are listed, which have been updated 

as of July 2023  
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